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Mn/DOT Han dles Con ges tion in            
Af ter math of I-35 Bridge Col lapse
Exten sive Traf fic Man age ment Capa bil ity, Secu rity Drills Also Helped

Dur ing the eve ning rush hour on Wednes -
day, August 1, the I-35W bridge over the
Mis sis sippi River in Min ne ap o lis sud denly 
col lapsed. With a typ i cal daily vol ume of
140,000 vehi cles, the rapid estab lish ment
of alter nate routes was of crit i cal impor -
tance. A traf fic res to ra tion team was
assembled imme di ately at Mn/DOT to
address the rerout ing of motor ists from the
bridge.

Mn/DOT responded quickly by con -
vert ing MN High way 280 to a free way,
clos ing access points and at grade inter sec -
tions to improve traf fic flow and enhance
safety. Along with I-94, Hwy 280 became
the pri mary detour from the col lapsed
bridge. Within twelve hours of the inci -
dent, detour routes had been put in place
and signs were dis played to alert driv ers to
these alter nate routes. 

On Thurs day, a group was con vened at
the depart ment to look at the wider traf fic
sys tem in the area and deter mine how best
to respond. The team iden ti fied twenty
pro jects and worked through out the week -
end to pri or i tize and inves ti gate these
options. 

By Sunday eve ning, a plan of action
was final ized. Approval was granted on
Mon day and a con trac tor was selected on
Wednes day. Work com menced on Fri day
and was com pleted over the week end.
Within ten days of the bridge col lapse, the
first round of response mea sures had been
implemented.  

“Meet ing of the Minds” Maps Out Poten tial
Solu tions for Sus tain able Urban Cen ters
Conference Brings Together Unlikely Participants

On Sep tem ber 12-13, 2007, “Meet ing of
the Minds,” an invi ta tion-only lead er ship
con fer ence con vened jointly by the Uni -
ver sity of Cal i for nia, Berke ley’s Col lege
of Envi ron men tal Design (CED), and
Toy ota Motor Sales, took place in Oak -
land, CA. This unprec e dented gathering
brought together unlikely par tic i pants:
pub lic and pri vate sec tor inno va tors cre at -
ing more sus tain able cit ies, those improv -
ing tran sit sys tems, and those invent ing
smarter vehi cles and cleaner fuels. 

“Meet ing of the Minds” pro vided a

plat form for debate among largely dis con -
nected worlds. Accord ing to a Meet ing
press release, the ques tion that was cen tral
to the con fer ence was “What city designs,
urban vehi cles, fuels, and trans por ta tion
strat e gies do we need if our cit ies are to
become more envi ron men tally sound and
more sustainable?”

“Meet ing of the Minds” offered a
unique venue for lead ing auto mo tive tech -
nol o gists, trans port engi neers, urban plan -
ners/design ers, and a host of other lead ers
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The collapsed I-35 bridge over the Missippi River in Minneapolis, MN. 
(Photo: Courtesy of the Hennepin County Public Affairs Department)
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to share their re search and fu ture vi sions,
and to iden tify the chal lenges and po ten tial 
so lu tions for a more sus tain able fu ture.
The main goals of the con fer ence were to
iden tify the big chal lenges that lie ahead, to 
hear about the best de signs be ing de vel -
oped in real-world set tings, and to map out
po ten tial so lu tions for sus tain able ur ban
cen ters which can be adopted as new ap -
proaches to ur ban life, clean ve hi cles, and
smart trans por ta tion sys tems.

In ad di tion to Toy ota and CED, part -
ners in cluded: UC Berke ley’s Global Met -
ro pol i tan Stud ies Pro gram, LandDesign,
Me trop o lis Mag a zine, Amer i can Plan ning
As so ci a tion, the Uni ver sity of Cal i for nia
Trans por ta tion Cen ter, 11th Hour Pro ject,
and EMBARQ, the World Re sources In sti -
tute Cen ter for Sus tain able Trans port. Ur -
ban Age Institute managed the program.

Gordon Feller, con fer ence co or di na tor
and CEO of Ur ban Age In sti tute, told The
Ur ban Trans por ta tion Mon i tor that the
con fer ence con vened to cre ate a com mon
frame work for con ver sa tion among en ti -
ties that were not likely to con verse oth er -
wise. Fur ther more, the meet ing was valu -
able in en abling the dis cov ery of an ac -
tion/re search agenda and al low ing par tic i -
pants to look at both suc cesses and fail ures
in their re spec tive ar eas of ex per tise in or -
der to de ter mine the best pos si ble course
for the fu ture. Of the 200 par tic i pants, ap -
prox i mately one-third were from the pri -
vate sec tor, one-third were may ors/city
man ag ers, and one-third were from the in -
de pend ent sec tor (e.g., ad vo cacy or ga ni za -
tions), so there was a good rep re sen ta tive
balance.

In ad di tion to dis cuss ing and re search -
ing al ter na tive fu els and cars, the meeting
pro vided a fo rum to dis cuss rideshare and
carshare pos si bil i ties, and stim u lated
city-to-city learn ing pat terns. Mr. Feller
em pha sized that the con fer ence spurred a
de sire for on go ing con ver sa tion, and stated 
that he will be trav el ing to Port land, OR,
early next month for the first of many fol -
low-on events in in di vid ual cities
throughout the U.S.

Lastly, Mr. Feller out lined the con clu -
sions of the “Meet ing of the Minds” con -
fer ence:

None of the in di vid ual sec tors can suc -
ceed in reach ing their goals with out the
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“Meet ing of the Minds” Try To Map Out Po ten tial So lu tions
other sec tors.

One does n't  have to look too far into the 
fu ture to see al ter na tive trans por ta tion
mod els be cause those mod els are emerg -
ing in cur rent projects.

Cit ies that are part ner ing with each
other need to de pend on the pri vate sec tor,
too. This has to be a multi-stake holder en -
deavor to suc ceed.

To view video of con fer ence pre sen ta -
tions or to see on go ing fo rum dis cus sions,
visit www.fora.tv/part ner/MoM. For more
in for ma tion on the con fer ence, visit
http://www.meet ing-minds.org/, or con -
tact Bradley Damitz, me dia re la tions co or -
di na tor, Meet ing of the Minds, tel. (415)
259-5766, e-mail: brad@meeting-minds.
org.
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Con tin u ous Flow In ter sec tion (CFI) Re cently
Opened in Salt Lake City
thereby sav ing one phase per di rec tion.
This sav ing is sig nif i cant par tic u larly
when a high vol ume of left-turn traf fic is
pres ent at the in ter sec tion.

Prior to the CFI in stal la tion at this lo ca -
tion, driv ers at peak times had to wait up to
four or five traf fic sig nal cy cles to pass
through the in ter sec tion. The con ges tion
caused by that de lay was spill ing over into
other in ter sec tions as well, con trib ut ing to
wide spread de lays through out the area.
Since  in stal la tion of the CFI, pre lim i nary
re ports sug gest that wait times have been
reduced to 1 or 2 cycles.  

In ad di tion to im prov ing ef fi ciency,
CFIs are con sid ered safe. By re mov ing the
left-turn from on com ing traf fic, one po ten -
tial source of ac ci dents is elim i nated. CFIs
also are cost ef fi cient when com pared to
other types of in ter changes. The CFI in
Salt Lake City will cost about $8 mil lion,
com pared to the $30 mil lion that a
grade-sep a rated in ter change would have
cost.  

A po ten tial down side of the CFI de sign
is that, in some cases, it elim i nates cor ner
ac cess to busi nesses or res i dents. In other
cases though, the CFI helps to pre serve ac -
cess. UDOT of fi cials de ter mined that a
grade-sep a rated de sign at this lo ca tion
would have re quired the re lo ca tion of 9
busi nesses and sev eral res i dences, while
the CFI de sign in volved only one business
relocation.  

Be cause the de sign is un fa mil iar to
most mo tor ists, UDOT of fi cials ex pect the
learn ing curve to be one to two weeks.
UDOT dis trib uted in for ma tion cards and is 
pro vid ing a “CFI tu to rial” on its website to

help driv ers un der stand the con cept. There
also are sig nal lights guid ing driv ers at the
intersection.

Ini tial re ports sug gest that the tran si tion
is go ing smoothly. The only re ported in ci -
dent in the first few days in volved a driver
hit ting a raised is land, which was de ter -
mined to be un re lated to the CFI de sign.
Other than some mi nor sign age and strip -
ping is sues that traf fic en gi neers might
tweak, UDOT of fi cials have been pleased. 

A unique fea ture of the Salt Lake City
CFI is that it is the first in the coun try to
have full sig nal ized pe des trian light ing.
While the in ter sec tion is quite wide, the
CFI de sign in cludes pe des trian is lands on
which to stop when cross ing, thereby in -
creas ing safety.  

For  fur  ther  in  for  ma t ion,  v is it
http://cfi.ppbh.com/in dex.php or con tact
Ja son Da vis,  UDOT, at tel.  (801)
975-4806.

A con tin u ous flow in ter sec tion (CFI) in
Accokeek, MD, built in 2000. This CFI

re duced av er age de lay by 40-50%.
(Photo: Cour tesy of Google Pro) 
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